Revisiting the frequency of peripheral arterial disease in patients with coronary artery disease: is there a difference between diabetic and non-diabetic patients?
The aim of this study was to investigate whether frequency of concomitant peripheral arterial disease (PAD) is associated with angiographic severity of coronary artery disease (CAD), as well as to ascertain if diabetic patients differ from those without diabetes in the association between these two manifestations of atherosclerosis. This study included 302 patients (229 men, mean age 62.2 +/- 11.5 years) with documented CAD, divided into groups I-III, according to the angiographic severity of coronary atherosclerosis. Group I comprised 140 patients (104 men) with severe CAD, group II comprised 63 patients (48 men) with moderate CAD and group III comprised 99 patients (77 men) with mild CAD. Each of the groups I-III was further divided into the subgroups of diabetic and non-diabetic patients. Included were also 88 patients (42 men, mean age 61.7 +/- 9.5 years) without CAD and a control group of 60 healthy volunteers (30 men), aged 18-40 years. PAD was diagnosed by means of a Doppler apparatus. Frequency of PAD was associated with angiographic severity of CAD (p = 0.0001). This association was shown both in diabetic (p = 0.012) and in non-diabetic patients (p = 0.0041). Significantly (p < or = 0.01) higher frequency of PAD among diabetic patients was found in each of the groups I-III. Among patients with CAD, frequency of concomitant PAD is associated with angiographic severity of coronary atherosclerosis. This association is demonstrated both in diabetic and in non-diabetic patients. Finally, PAD is significantly more frequent in diabetic patients, irrespective of the angiographic severity of CAD.